
 

 

 

   

“It is my hope that by trying to right the wrong done to a child, we can try to 
stop the vicious cycle of abuse and neglect.” 

Kate Daniels Imbesi, Esq. 

Stakeholder Spotlight: Kate Daniels Imbesi, Esq.  
 

So many people help to make MCAP possible, and Kate is 
certainly one of those people. Since the beginning, Kate 
has served as an MCAP, a board member (and current 
board VP), a fundraising committee member, and a donor. 
And now she is chairing our new Superheroes Society (see 
page 3). We are grateful that Kate is a member of the 
MCAP family. Here is a brief interview with Kate:    

 

When did you first hear of MCAP? I had just left the Montgomery County DA’s office and had 
my first child. Wendy Demchick-Alloy and Risa Vetri Ferman, both now Montgomery County 
Court of Common Pleas Judges, were working in the DA’s Office. They told me about MCAP and 
encouraged me to get involved. My background was sex crimes and crimes involving children, 
so I had a strong comfort level with these types of cases. I have been involved ever since – it is 
an honor to be a part of it.  

What made you want to get involved? Protecting our communities’ most vulnerable population, 
children who are abused and neglected, is a passion for me and one I hope I can always contin-
ue to do. These kids need someone who is representing just them, and doing what is best for 
their interests only.  

What are your hopes for MCAP’s future?  MCAP’s lawyers have represented over 5,000 children 
since its beginning in 2004. The numbers clearly show we are an organization that is vital to 
helping children in need. My hope for MCAP’s future is to continue as a strong, independent 
organization representing the children who so critically need our help.  
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Recently while waiting for court, I was coloring with a seven
-year-old boy. Though he had seen horrific domestic vio-

lence in his family, he was upbeat and optimistic. Repeated-
ly, he told me everything would work out.  Suddenly, he told 
me he liked me and that he wanted to work with me some-

day. It made me think of a quote by Maya Angelou:  
 
 
 
 
 
As I begin my thirteenth year as Executive Director of 
MCAP, I have much to reflect upon.  Since I started in 2006, 
the number of cases we see each year has exploded. Our 
cases have also become increasingly complex with multiple 
layers of difficult issues such as addiction, severe domestic violence, mental health problems, 
trafficking, and complicated educational barriers.  Gratefully, the response of our MCAP advo-
cates to this influx of difficult cases has been extraordinary. And so now, as we reach the end 

of Child Abuse Prevention Month, I am reflecting about the children we serve and the 

life-saving work our MCAP advocates do for them.  
 
What does “advocate” mean?  Naturally, I consulted the most reliable source – Google. I found 
that an advocate is defined as...  

“People will forget what you said, people will 
forget what you did, but people will never 

forget how you made them feel.” 



 

 

 Turks, a six-year-old Labrador Retriever, is the official Comfort Dog of the 
Montgomery County District Attorney’s Office, and Kiersten McDonald, an Investigator with the 
Montgomery County Detective Bureau, is Turks' handler and caretaker. It has been scientifically 
proven that comfort dogs can be beneficial to individuals by helping to lower blood pressure and 
heart rate and reduce anxiety. Turks and Kiersten have participated in dozens of MCAP cases, 
providing comfort to children when they have to go to court. We asked Kiersten a couple ques-
tions about the work she and Turks have done with MCAP:   
 

MCAP: What was the first MCAP case you and Turks worked on? On Turks’ first day on the job, we 
brought her to an 8-year-old sex crimes victim. The victim’s mother and grandmother were so 
touched by the gesture they began to cry. They were anxiously preparing to testify against family 
members, and Turks really helped them just by being there. This is just one example of many cases 
where Turks made a difference.  
 

MCAP: What does Turks give to children that no one else can? Turks gives children the 
confidence to tell their stories to Police, Investigators, Forensic Interviewers, Judges and 
Juries. Turks has accompanied child victims to the witness stand and laid her head upon 
them as they sat across from their abuser and told juries exactly what happened to 
them. One time, Turks wrapped her body around a young child as he testified from the 
floor of the courtroom. Just having her there helped him calm down and speak his truth. 
I believe that children feel safe that Turks will not judge them, giving them faith that 
they will be heard. Turks gives kisses for belly rubs, which makes bad days better.  

 

MCAP is so grateful to Turks and Kiersten for helping kids! Follow Turks (and brother 
Trooper, a Siberian Husky, and a sister, Senga, another Lab) on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/K9Turks. 

Since 2015, MCAP has seen a dramatic 72% increase in the number of children we 
serve. We attribute this rise to the opioid crisis, insufficient medical, financial and 
mental health support for families, and an uptick in child trafficking in the county. We 
expect this upward trend to continue. A breakdown of the numbers:   

 2015 TOTAL 2016 TOTAL 2017 TOTAL 

# of kids 381 533 654 

# of cases 280 359 455 

Sexes Male: 51% 

Female: 49% 

Male: 51% 

Female: 49% 

Male: 49% 

Female: 51% 

Ages Under 3: 14% 
4-9: 55% 
10-13: 29% 
14-18: 2%  

Under 3: 17% 
4-9: 36% 
10-13: 26% 
14-18: 21%  

Under 3: 16% 
4-9: 36% 
10-13: 25% 
14-18: 23%  

Case types Physical abuse: 74% 
Sexual abuse: xx%* 
Trafficking: xx%* 
Neglect/other: 26%  

Physical abuse: 65% 
Sexual abuse: 15% 
Trafficking: 1% 
Neglect/other: 19%  

Physical abuse: 46% 
Sexual abuse: 18% 
Trafficking: 1% 
Neglect/other: 35%  

Demand for MCAP services increased 72% 

Save the Dates 
Mark your calendars for these  

MCAP events! 

 

 

 

 

Main Line Today’s Ladies’ Night Out 
MCAP is the beneficiary!  

Ballroom at Ellis Preserve, Newtown Sq. 
Thursday, April 26, 2018  

Tickets: www.mainlinetoday.com/Main-
Line-Today/Ladies-Night-Out/Home/ 

 

MCAP Appreciation Lunch  
Montgomery Bar Association 

Friday, May 4, 2018 
Sponsored by  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Run For The Hill Of It 

Fairmount Park 
Saturday, July 28, 2018 

 
MCAP Salute to Heroes 
Sheraton Valley Forge  

Saturday, November 17, 2018 
 

For more info: www.MCAPkids.org 
www.Facebook.com/MCAPkids 

 

Meet Turks the Comfort Dog and her handler Kiersten! 

http://www.mainlinetoday.com/Main-Line-Today/Ladies-Night-Out/Home/
http://www.mainlinetoday.com/Main-Line-Today/Ladies-Night-Out/Home/


 

 

MCAP is launching the  
Superheroes Society!  

This major giving club will recognize donors who go 
above and beyond in their financial support of our work 
with three-year donations of personal significance. With 
the longer-term investments of these superheroes, 
MCAP will be in a stronger position to meet the increas-
ing demand for our services while we expand our educa-
tion programs, maintain our financial stability, and plan 

for the future. With your Superhero Society  
membership, you will receive these great benefits* at the following levels:  

 

Bronze: $5,000 to $9,999 over three years  – name recognition on Superheroes Society “Wall of Fame” (in MCAP offices) 
and in special recognition box on website, in newsletters and in Annual Reports, two tickets to the Salute to Heroes Din-
ner Dance & Auction events occurring during your years of membership, and some great MCAP swag (TBD).  
 

Silver: $10,000 to $19,999 over three years – pre-event VIP cocktail reception and priority seating for two at the Salute 
to Heroes Dinner Dance & Auction events occurring during your years of membership, plus all Bronze benefits. 

 

Gold: $20,000 and above over three years –  Exclusive VIP appreciation event each year of your membership, location 
TBD (in Montgomery County), plus all Silver and Bronze level benefits. 

 
To join the Superheroes Society, please get in touch with Heather Evans, MCAP’s Development Director, at 610-297-1219, 
ext. 228 or heather@mcapkids.org. *You may choose to forgo the benefits for a larger tax deduction. 

...a person who publicly supports or recommends a particular 
cause or policy. Synonyms are champion, supporter, promot-
er. Not satisfied, I consulted Merriam-Webster. Their defini-
tion is one who pleads the cause of another, specifically, 
before a tribunal or judicial court, in defense of a cause 
or proposal, and in support of a cause or group.  Finally, 
I turned to THE source, Black ’s Law Dictionary, fifth edi-
tion. Their definition is one who renders legal advice 
and aid and pleads the cause of another before a court 
or tribunal, a counselor.  
 
As I circle back to my reflections, I consider the defini-
tions I found and what we do as MCAP advocates. Cer-
tainly, we assist, defend, and plead the causes of our 
kids. We use our expertise and legal training to repre-
sent their unique needs and wants. Yet, these defini-
tions do not capture the true essence of what we do. 

We always educate, mentor and listen. Sometimes we 
are a child’s safe person, providing a sense of security 
and hope that had been lacking in their lives. Most 
often, we help our child clients to see that they are 
precious, unique people—superheroes—whose voices 
deserve to be heard.  
 
To the 125 attorneys who volunteer as MCAP advocates, 
who are the supporters and promoters of hundreds of chil-
dren each year, we recognize your time, dedication and re-
sources. We appreciate your generosity and patience as you 
work with children in these increasingly complex legal are-
nas, and in these increasingly complex times. We celebrate 
you for being the champions that children need and giving 
them the HOPE, STRENGTH and SECURITY they deserve.   

 
Gratefully, Mary C. Pugh  

“I am honored to be associated with MCAP and the many dedicated people 
who devote themselves to helping abused and neglected children.”  
 

Tracy Davidson, NBC 10 News Anchor and honoree at  
MCAP’s 2017 Salute to Heroes  Dinner Dance and Auction 

Re fl e c ti o n s  f rom the D i re c t o r   Continued from page 1 

mailto:heather@mcapkids.org
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/tribunal


 

 

APRIL IS CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 
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What can you do to help MCAP end and prevent child abuse during  
CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH and always?  

 

 SHARE our Facebook posts and Tweets We post valuable information about child abuse during Child Abuse 
Prevention Month and all year long, so please share it. This is the easiest way to support our work. 

 

 DONATE MCAP is building capacity to meet the increasing demand for our services AND expanding our education 

programs to stop the alarming increase in demand. You can help us by making your secure donation online: 
https://www.mcapkids.org/donate 

 

 VOLUNTEER If you’re a lawyer and want to make a difference in 

the life of a child, become an MCAP. In the words of one of our 
MCAPs: “This is the most rewarding thing I do.” 

 

 REPORT If you suspect child abuse or neglect, please call the 

Child Abuse Hotline at 1-800-932-0313.  

 

For more info: www.MCAPkids.org   


