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Reflections from the Director

Child abuse is a loathsome
epidemic in the United States.
According to Childhelp, every ten
seconds a child is abused in
America. April is National Child
Abuse Awareness Month - a
time to reflect about our precious
children, raise awareness about
child abuse, and encourage all
individuals to dig deep and sup-
port abused children.  While
2009 was one of the worst eco-
nomic climates worldwide, child
abuse rates skyrocketed, in-
creasing at an alarming rate of
30% nationally. Likewise, MCAP
cases soared 30%; in 2009,
MCAP advocates helped 408
children in 240 cases. As a ser-
vice agency, MCAP attorney
advocates walk with and repre-
sent abused children in the legal
and social service arenas.
Symptomatic of this silent epi-
demic, abused children are re-
luctant to speak with adults
about their horrendous ordeals.
Consequently, such cruel treat-
ment does not ever leave them.
Through MCAP efforts, advo-
cates and the abused children
hold the keys to unlock their

repressed trauma. Advocates
help them open up and share
their pain, so they can begin
healing and trusting others in a
healthy manner. Throughout
this momentous year, MCAP
has helped many children sur-
vive physical violence at the
hands of alcoholic, addicted
and mentally ill parents whose
unpredictable rages torment
them. MCAP has also helped
teenagers who suffered sexual
abuse at the hands of family
members. Frightened and
lonely, these naive children
expected support from at least
one other family member to
help them through the compli-
cated process and confusing
emotions that they experi-
enced. Not surprisingly, no
family member surfaced to offer
the battered child any kind of
help at all. MCAP helped many
neglected children whose par-
ents failed to offer the basic
necessitates to their children.
Such children did not routinely
eat, sleep in beds, or wear
clean clothes. They did not
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even realize that they were
being mistreated, such experi-
ences were quite “normal.”
These are just a few of the
recurrent scenarios in which
MCAP participates as a voice
for the helpless, but NOT the
hopeless children.  With the
help of MCAP advocates, mis-
treated children not only find a
voice, they find safety. All chil-
dren have hope when someone
cares to give them a voice.
Give HOPE to an abused
child who yearns to be loved
and nurtured. Donate to
MCAP, so that every abused
child has a special advocate as
his or her voice in a compli-
cated confusing legal setting.
Without a doubt, children are
our most important gifts; they
are “ours” — collectively we
share them. Because they
belong to us, it is our responsi-
bility to ensure that children
experience childhood before it
is too late. Join us as we break
the cycle of child abuse and
make a difference in the lives of
children who hunger for love.

MCAP is a nonprofit organization helping abused and
neglected children in Montgomery County by
providing free legal and other services.

« Child abuse occurs at every socio-economic level,
across ethnic and cultural lines, within all religions
and at all levels of education.

e An estimated 39 million survivors of childhood sexual
abuse exist in America today.




The only
reason why
child abuse

Is alive
today, Is
because we
as adults
fail our
children
when we fail
to listen to
them. Listen
to a child

today!

~Heather

McClane

By Karen Fairlie
Development Committee Member

Voices of MCAP

Alone, afraid, confused,
victimized — these are just a
sampling of the thoughts that
went through my mind when |
first heard about the children
being helped by MCAP. | can
remember learning about the
creation of this organization
when my oldest child was just
a baby. | couldn’t believe that
such a group needed to be
formed as there must be a
group already in existence to
assist and advocate for chil-
dren who are victims of abuse
and neglect. However, | can
still remember speaking with
the Honorable Wendy Dem-
chick- Alloy and hearing her
say that no — there was no one
to help these children and that
is why MCAP was created. It
was at that moment that | de-

cided that MCAP was a
cause that | wanted to get
involved with, that | needed
to get involved with, in any
capacity that | could.

As soon as my youngest
child went to school, | went
knocking on MCAP’s door. |
was immediately welcomed
inside. As an attorney, | took
the certification class neces-
sary to become a child advo-
cate. | also became involved
as a member of the Develop-
ment Committee. My goal is
to get the word out to as
many people as | can that
there are children suffering
from abuse and neglect who
desperately need our help.
Just as important is for eve-
ryone to understand that
these children live in our

community, yours and mine.

One does not need to be
an attorney to provide assis-
tance. There are many
ways to assist MCAP, either
monetarily or by volunteer-
ing. The only requirement
necessary is caring for chil-
dren and their well being.

As | look into my chil-
dren’s eyes and tell them
that | love them, | think about
the children who have been
helped by the volunteers at
MCAP. Thanks to them,
these children are not alone.
These children no longer
need to be afraid or con-
fused for now they know that
there is someone out there
who cares for them and will
help protect them. Isn’'t that
what all children deserve?

90% of child sexual abuse victims know their perpetrator;
68% are abused by family members.

After the Thanksgiving holi-
days, fifteen-year old Lucy went
to high school as usual. Being
a sophomore was certainly
much better than being a fresh-
man, but her life was far from
perfect. Since her parent’s di-
vorce more than six years ago,
her life was quite hectic. She
and her seventeen-year old
brother, James, spent time be-
tween their mother's and fa-
ther's homes. Besides the con-
stant stress that comes with the
divorce, Lucy had a secret. For
almost four years, her brother
had been forcing her to engage
in unspeakable acts. When
Lucy thought about it, she be-
came sick. Beginning with
touching her, James eventually
coerced and threatened her
into having sex and then deviate
sex. To whom could she turn?

Advocate Spotlight

Who would make him stop?
Who would help her?

On a dreary Monday
morning, Lucy went to her
guidance counselor and told
of her brother’'s abuse. Im-
mediately, the counselor
contacted Childline and an
investigation ensued. Simul-
taneously with the report,
law enforcement requested
that MCAP provide a child
advocate for Lucy. Lisa
Kane, Esquire was ap-
pointed as guardian ad litem
to represent Lucy’s interests,
ensure her safety, and act
as her voice in the legal
arena. In a short time, Lucy
relied upon her advocate,
Lisa, to give support and
counsel. With Lisa’s help,
Lucy was able to communi-
cate her horrific ordeal to the
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authorities, so that a com-
plete investigation was con-
ducted. In time, the case
went to trial. In the face of
some familial pressure and
denial, Lucy was able to
testify; her brother was adju-
dicated. James is now in a
facility where he is receiving
help to overcome his own
problems. Lucy is in coun-
seling and on the road to
recovery. Lucy claims that
without the assistance and
support of Lisa Kane, she
would not have been able to
tell her story and face the
challenges of confronting her
brother. Without MCAP,
Lucy would have been
alone. MCAP is working and
making a difference in the
lives of our most vulnerable
children.

To volunteer or donate call (610) 279-1219 or visit our website at www.mcapkids.org
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Webster’'s Dictionary and  proposed by Wendy (Judge jumble of parts to find the
Wikipedia both announced re- Demchick-Alloy) and Risa grace and form of a fine Honorable

work of art...”. MCAP has
indeed become a fine work
of art. As along time mem-

cently that they were adding a
noun and a verb to their list of
new words for 2010. The noun,

(DA Ferman). Now we meet
four times a year for breakfast
or lunch meetings with a

Carolyn Carluccio
Court of Common Pleas
Montgomery County

MCAP,asinfi Ar e you t /BeardMrectors of sixteen ber of the Board, | marvel
repr es e n taidntiye. verb,? dmade up of an assortment of at each of our meetings ~ Honorable
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have become common parlance
in Montgomery County and are
heard every day in our hallowed
halls. To be an MCAP carries
the gratitude of those we serve
and the respect of the legal com-

the community with a com-
mon purpose to help the kids.
We have an inspired Execu-
tive Director who runs the
show, a dedicated office staff,
and even a room for the kids

remain sobered by the
thought of how much more
we can do and how much
further we need to go. To
do that requires help. If
you are a lawyer and you

Montgomery County

Stephen Heckman, Esq.

Public Defender
Montgomery County

H bl
munity. Of course, I'm kidding to use to “chill out” before are reading this and have Richarznir;oggson
about Wikipedia and Webster's, their court experiences. We not yet volunteered your President Judge

but not about the rest. Since our
inception in 2004, our 125 volun-
teer lawyers have represented
well over 1550 abused and ne-
glected Montgomery County chil-
dren in over 950 court cases all
over Montgomery County. Our
first meeting was in Harry &
Bud’'s (I'm showing my age- it's
now Planet Hoagie) and there
were three of us trying to figure
out what to do to launch the idea

Milestones

In November

will soon meet twice a year
with our newly created Advi-
sory Board made up of repre-
sentatives from the courts,
the police, and social service
agencies to make certain our
plans meet the growing needs
of the community.

To quote Harry Chapin
(again showing my age), ‘I
have you take shape from a
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time, please consider doing
so. If you are not an attor-
ney, we can still use your
help on our board and com-
mittees to help us plan our
functions and govern our
operations. And of course,
we can always use your
donations to keep this vital
program going. The re-
wards are immeasurable.
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learn from a dedicated, moti-

their recovery. Next, she

Court of Common Pleas

Montgomery County

Randal Hummel

President of Montgomery County
Police Chief Association

Laurie O’Connor
Executive Director of

Office of Children & Youth
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4 of 2009, the vated, and a compassionate would motivate and encour-
I MCAP co- leader, Wendy Demchick- age others to improve their
| founder and Pro- Alloy. conditions. In addition, she
| ject Director, A life-long prosecutor and would inspire those around
Wendy Demchick child advocate, Judge Dem- her to make a difference by
-Alloy, Esquire, chick- Alloy dedicated her actively getting involved and
was elected to the Court of Com- professional life to helping helping others. MCAP exists
mon Pleas of Montgomery those less fortunate than today due to a need that . .
County. Since January 2010, the herself. Typically, she would Judge Demchick-Alloy discov- OChi |l dj abus
Honorable Demchick-Alloy has protect the rights and inter- ered in the legal system,
been the Juvenile Judge hearing ests of victims especially which propelled her into ac- casts a
cases relating to child abuse, children. Not only did she tion. It is my privilege and
dependency, and delinquency represent the interests of genuine joy to continue her shadow the
among other cases. Although victims in the courtroom, she legacy of helping abused and
Judge Demchick-Alloy is no helped others outside the vulnerable children. As suc- length of a
longer present at MCAP, her courtroom in many ways. cessor to Judge Demchick- . ;
mission and vision to help the at Initially, she would ensure Alloy, | am honored to accept |l i fet § me. o
risk children remains vibrant. As that the victims and their the challenge of helping chil-
a co-director of MCAP, | have families participate in all of dren and making a difference
had the unique opportunity to the services available for in their lives.
~Herbert Ward
In 2009, MCAP saved Montgomery County an

estimated $600,000 in legal fees.

To volunteer or donate call (610) 279-1219 or visit our website at www.mcapkids.org



Montgomery Child Advocacy Project
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AACA p Presents the 23rd Annual
Run For the Hill of It
409 Cherry Street
Norristown, PA 19401 Saturday, JU|y 31, 2010 8:30am
Phone: 610-279-1219 Valley Green Fairmount Park
Fax: 610-279-5525
Visit our website at 5 mi | e rFun D 1 m |
www.mcapkids.org

United Way www.runforthehillofit.org

of
SP°"theaSte'.'“ Register online at www.linmark.com
ennsylvania
Donor #46943 or call MCAP at (610) 279 -1219

for more information.

Child Abuse Hotline

1-800-932-0313

Montgomery Child Advocacy Project
409 Cherry Street
Norristown, PA 19401

To volunteer or donate call (610) 279-1219 or visit our website at www.mcapkids.org



